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Racing Rules of Sailing – Appendix P 
Changes to rule P2.3 

 
A submission from the Royal Spanish Sailing Federation 

Proposal: 
P2.3 Third and Subsequent Protests 

When a boat is protested a third or subsequent time during the series she may acknowledge 
her breach by immediately retiring from the race and from all other races in the series, in 
which case she will be scored DNE. If she fails to do so she shall be disqualified without a 
hearing from all races in the series, with no score excluded, and the protest committee shall 
consider calling a hearing under rule 69.1(a).  

 

Current Position: 
P2.3 Third Protest 

When a boat is protested a third time during the series she may acknowledge her breach by 
immediately retiring from the race and from all other races in the series. If she fails to do so 
she shall be disqualified without a hearing from all races in the series, with no score 
excluded, and the protest committee shall consider calling a hearing under rule 69.1(a).  

 

Reason: 
1. This system has been proved successful in juniors events. 
2. The current system gives rule 42 a special category over all the other rules, whereas 

there is nothing in the RRS to support this position. If during a race one sailor hits a 
mark two, three or even four times or more, he can continue racing in the series even 
when he doesn’t accept the established penalty (in which case he is disqualified from 
that race but that’s all). And this example could be extended to all RRS, including part 
two rules. 
With the system proposed, rule 42 infringements will be still considered serious 
infringements and a boat who has been protested more that twice will be, as 
minimum, DNE in every subsequent infringements, (which is consistent with RRS 67) 
but she will be able to go on racing the rest of the series (as it happens when she 
infringes any other rule). 

3. Judges’ consistency will be easier to maintain if hey know that their protests are not 
taken anybody out of an event. 

 


